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The Impact of Elder Abuse
Among People with Dementia

Elderly abuse is a growing concern in th

e United States and older adults with dementia or

cognitive impairment are often at an increased risk of mistreatment.

Elder abuse refers to an intentional or n

egligent act that causes harm to an older adult. This

abuse may be physical, sexual, emotional, or financial.

1in 3 adults with dementia experience more than one type of abuse.

Elders with dementia are more likely to

experience difficulties in memory, communication,

and judgment that make it harder for them to identify, prevent, and report mistreatment.

Rates of elder abuse of people with dementia are substantially higher when compared to rates
of elder abuse reported for the general population of older adults.
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As many as 62% of older adults with

dementia experience emotional abuse.

One study found that 60% of older
adult victims of sexual abuse have
cognitive impairment.

1in 4 of older adults with dementia
experience physical abuse.
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1in 2 adults with dementia or
cognitive impairments experience
some form of abuse by others.

29 - One study found that 47% of people with dementia experienced some
’ form of abuse and neglect by their caregivers.



KNOW THE WARNING SIGNS OF ELDER ABUSE

%
@\ Physical M Sexual

* Bruises, cuts, open wounds, untreated * Bruises or cuts around the breasts or genital area
injuries, or patterns of injury « Unexplained sexually transmitted disease or

- Medication overdose or underdose, or not genital infection
receiving needed care for medical problems

£&SB Emotional/Psychological 6 Financial

 Withdrawal from activities of daily life + Sudden changes in bank account or spending patterns

- Emotional distress or agitation  Unexplained disappearance of funds or valuable
possessions, or sudden transfer of assets

@%\\J Neglect Self-Neglect

* Dehydration or malnutrition « Refusal or failure to provide oneself with

- Untreated bed sores or poor personal hygiene adequate nutrition, clothing, shelter, personal
hygiene, medication, and safe living conditions

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

The LA County Adult Protective Services (APS) program provides protections for adults against abuse.
APS is here to help and is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. However, if you suspect a
life-threatening situation, call 911 first. To report suspected abuse in communities, call the Elder Abuse
Hotline at 1-877-477-3646 or 1-877-4R SENIORS.

To report suspected abuse in long-term care facilities, call the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program
Hotline at 1-800-334-9473. All calls are confidential.
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